
*This session is open to after school clubs, Cubs, Brownies, sports instructors 
etc. who are welcome to join in free of charge for just this part of the conference 

Supporting children with Down’s Syndrome 
at School and at Home 

 
A conference with workshops 

to promote educational and social development 
aimed at teaching staff, teaching assistants, SENCos, SLTs, portage workers and families 

 
Friday, 12 October 2012 

Alice Springs Golf Club, Usk 
 

9.00 – 9.15 Registration and coffee 
 

 

9.15 – 9.45 Welcome 
 
Sara Pickard who has Down’s syndrome talks about her time at 
school 
 

9.45 – 10.45 The Learning Profile and Accessing the Curriculum 
This session focuses on how children and young people with Down’s 
syndrome learn, identifies strengths and weaknesses, illustrates the benefits of 
working collaboratively to plan and adapt the curriculum resources to meet 
individual learning needs. 

 
10.45 – 11.00 Coffee 

 
 

11.00 – 12.00 Promoting Development of 
Speech, Language and 
Communication Skills in Topic 
Work at School 
 

Social Awareness and 
Friendships 
Including children in clubs and other 
activities* 

12.00 – 13.00 Foundation & KS1 

Using Numicon to Develop 
Skills in Numeracy  
Embedding Numicon into play 
activities, constructing meaning, using 
symbolic representation and moving 
towards calculating 

 

KS2 and KS3 

Reading and Writing - 
Developing reading and independent 
writing skills, looking at software 
programs and alternative means of 
displaying knowledge and 
understanding 

 

13.00 – 13.45 Lunch 
 

 

13.45 – 14.45 
 

Understanding and Managing 
Behaviour 
Promoting positive behaviour in 
school 

 

Supporting and Developing 
Speech, Language and 
Communication Skills at Home 
 

14.45 – 15.45 Foundation and KS1 

Reading and Writing - 
Featuring reading, writing readiness, 
developing fine motor skills, letter 
formation using linked script, phonics 
and spelling 

 

KS2 & KS3 

Using Numicon to Develop 
Numeracy and Maths  
Understanding addition & subtraction, 
calculating beyond 10 
and introducing the concepts of time 
and money 



Speakers 
 
Leela Baksi has worked with Symbol UK Ltd since 1997 providing specialist services for 
people who have Down’s syndrome, including preschool children, pupils at mainstream 
and special schools, and adults in a range of situations. As well as locally based 
services, Symbol also offer assessments, consultations and intensive therapy weeks 
which are attended by families from throughout the UK and beyond. Symbol has 
provided speech and language therapy groups in conjunction with the Sarah Duffen 
Centre at the University of Portsmouth, and works closely with the Down’s Syndrome 
Association in our role as Speech and Language Therapy Advisor. Alongside working 
with children and families, Leela is a lead trainer in Symbol's programme of learning 
opportunities for families, school staff and speech and language therapists working with 
people with Down’s syndrome. 
 
Gillian Bird is the Down's Syndrome Association's Training Manager. A Developmental 
Psychologist, Gillian worked for many years at DownsEd (now Down Syndrome 
Education International). Gillian has been involved in research related to learning for 
children with Down’s syndrome and into the development of their speech, language and 
communication. 
 
Julian Hallett has managed the Down's Syndrome Association's services in Wales 
since 1997. He has worked in health and social service settings in various parts of 
Wales and is also an Early Support Wales consultant 
 
Cecilie Mackinnon is the Down's Syndrome Association's Education Training Officer. A 
qualified primary teacher, Cecilie leads on the development of the Association's 
education resources and training courses. Cecilie was previously employed at Down's 
Syndrome Scotland in a similar role. 
 
Sara Pickard, who has Down’s syndrome, lives in Pentyrch, near Cardiff with her 
parents. Sara attended mainstream primary school, comprehensive school (where she 
achieved 10 GCSE passes), and college, where she spent 4 years studying Childcare 
and Business/IT. 
 
 


